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Thank you President Hayes for that kind introduction and for inviting me to speak here today. 
I commend the Corporate Council of Africa on the rollout of the Agribusiness Working Group.  I want to particularly thank the members of the working group for putting this conference together.  
I would also like to thank USDA Under Secretary Michael Scuse, USAID Ambassador William Garvelink, members of the diplomatic corps, and others in the audience for joining us today in what we hope will be an ongoing collaborative effort to increase trade with, and investment, in the African agribusiness sector.  
The U.S. government is committed to working with African countries on ways to invigorate their agricultural sectors to spur growth and address poverty, hunger, and malnutrition.  With this goal in mind, I want to touch on three central issues:

First, why innovation is relevant to countries at every stage of development;
Second, how African governments can create an environment that fosters investment and innovation in agriculture; and
Third, the use of biotechnology to improve agricultural productivity in Africa.
First, why is innovation relevant to countries at every stage of development? 

Innovation—the development of new ideas and products—is necessary to offer previously unthought-of solutions to 21st century challenges such as climate change, energy shortages, disease epidemics, and famine.
The United States is the world’s leader in innovation.  Innovation has long been and remains a key driver of our growth and prosperity.  

Yet there is often sentiment among some developing nations that innovation policies are not important for countries at early stages of economic development.  

The logic goes: growth in the early stages of development comes from taking advantage of underutilized resources, such as labor and natural resources, and that innovation is a rich man's game.

Here I think it is important to understand that innovation policies are not just about costly research and development facilities, important as they are, but also about adaptation and modification of existing technologies.  

Innovation can happen anywhere—and Africa is a prime example of this.
For example, I—like many in this audience—use my Blackberry to check my email and make telephone calls.  
In Uganda, however, the Grameen Foundation and the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation have launched the Knowledge Community Worker Program to help farmers grow more food using their mobile phones.  
For a small fee, farmers can text questions to the service ranging from how to best take care of the crops and livestock to weather forecasts to which market will offer the best prices for their produce.  
Now out of its initial pilot phase, the Knowledge Community Worker Program hopes to grow to be able to reach 200,000 farmers and provide a self-sustaining business model. 
This is exactly the type of collaboration we seek to foster, and that we’re supporting with aid programs at State, USAID, and other US agencies.
But we also recognize the need to go beyond aid to unleash the private sector to promote innovation in agriculture and beyond.  Private sector companies can bring fresh perspectives and financial resources to addressing the challenges of our day.
This leads me to my second point, that is, how African governments can create an environment that fosters investment and innovation in agriculture.
In 2010, the United States hosted the annual African Growth and Opportunity Act or AGOA Forum.  A key discussion topic was how to enhance U.S.-sub-Saharan African trade and investment.  
The United States has and will continue to engage with U.S. exporters and investors on emerging growth opportunities in African markets.  

Increasing trade and investment in Africa is a two-way street which is why we are also working with African governments to create a business-friendly environment that allows and encourages agricultural development.  
This includes seeking reductions in government controls on commodity prices, minimizing market distortions from subsidies, protecting intellectual property, and enforcing the rule of law. 

The lack of-science based regulations in some countries create barriers to trade as well as discourage innovation.  

Getting these policies right is vital for private sector entrepreneurship, innovation, and investment in competitive agribusinesses of all sizes.
Moreover, a market-based approach to food productivity ensures a sustainable source of demand for ongoing growth in the agricultural sector. 
We are working with our partners at the national, regional and multilateral level to build consensus on these policies.

We are also supportive of public-private partnerships where the government—often times multiple governments—work hand and hand with the private sector to address critical issues.  

By creating an environment that nurtures investment and innovation in agriculture we can improve agricultural productivity, which has the amplifying effect of lowering food prices.   

My final point touches on improving agricultural productivity.
Our world is getting more and more crowded with each passing day.  
Global food demand will double between now and 2050 as the world’s population grows from 6.7 to 9.2 billion. At the same time, the world is getting warmer.  
The effects of climate change are estimated to reduce agricultural productivity by 27% by 2050.  

The challenge for the 21st century agriculture is to do more with less.  Here, Africa has a critical role to play. 

The primary tool for raising agricultural productivity is increasing investments in science and technology—most of which will come from the private sector. 

Technologies like biotechnology will be essential not only to meet rising demand, but also to reduce the environmental footprint of our agricultural industries.  
Several African countries have already adopted policies and regulatory frameworks needed to support the responsible and safe use of biotechnology.  I applaud their courage and foresight to move forward.  
With increased political will, strong research support, and biosafety policies and regulations that empower the use of biotechnology, African countries can revolutionize their agricultural sector and help us all solve the great problems of the 21st century. 
Let me conclude by stressing that the potential for agriculture in Africa is great.  

Achieving a meaningful level of agricultural productivity in Africa will require innovation that leads to increased productivity in every facet of agriculture. 

With the right combination of tools and incentives, as well as both public and private sector investments, the African agricultural industry will be poised to close the global productivity gap and sustainably meet the world’s needs in the future.  
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