Trade Association Consultant

Sector specific U.S. trade associations offer significant resources to Southern African as do crosscutting agricultural-related associations with constituencies in feed, seed, and equipment. These associations help guide companies’ worldwide growth by examining new international markets where quality seed, mechanization, and U.S. agronomic practices can increase quality/yields and reduce post-harvest losses. 

CCA seeks a short-term consultant with at least 5-7 years of experience working with agricultural associations and crosscutting agricultural constituencies in the United States to facilitate the interchange of new technology, equipment, and agronomic practices among associations and their members including information and counseling of U.S. companies about opportunities in Southern Africa, market entry and due diligence directly linking U.S. companies with African partners/customers, as well as supporting U.S. agribusinesses’ expansion into Africa. Key responsibilities include:

· identifying key trade associations and trade shows, conducting telephonic/in-person interviews to collect vital information to carry out an assessment;

· advise on U.S. trade events for industry networking and Southern African companies exhibition/trade (e.g., Big Iron, AgConnect, and International Poultry Expo/International Feed Expo) as well as identify the most appropriate methods for participation;

· establish method of building sustainable links from these trade shows to Southern Africa;

· Make recommendations that will facilitate and develop win-win partnerships between U.S. trade associations and counterparts in Southern Africa.

The consultant will make recommendations for developing sustainable partnerships among American and Southern African associations considering trade opportunities for association members, technology transfers, and trade mission opportunities that will bring U.S. technology, equipment, and expertise to the Southern Africa agricultural sector. He/she should have development consultancy experience in Southern and Eastern Africa and knowledge of Southern Africa region associations and business environment. Individual’s level of effort will be no more than 20 days and the final report must be completed by March 30, 2012. The start date is contingent upon USAID approval. Prior USAID consulting experience is highly desirable.

To apply, please send a resume, cover letter, and references to resume@africacncl.org
