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Draft for Senegal as of 6/13/02


Meridien Hotel

MAXIMIZING THE BENEFITS OF AGOA IN WEST AFRICA
AGENDA
Day 1 – Monday, 15 July 2002
9:00 a.m.

Introductions and Remarks



Senegal Official



Faraaz Siddiqi, Senior Counsel for Africa and the Middle East, Commercial Law Development Program, U.S. Department of Commerce




Rosa Whitaker, Assistant United States Trade Representative,

 


Executive Office of the President, Office of the United States Trade




Representative




The Honorable Jon Huntsman, Deputy United States Trade




Representative, Executive Office of the President, Office of the United




States Trade Representative




Alan Latimer, Deputy Chief of Mission, US Embassy - Dakar



Moussa Toure, President, West African Economic Monetary Union Commission



Official Opening




Senior Senegal Official (invited)

10:30 a.m.

Overview of AGOA and Key Opportunities



Paul Ryberg, President, African Coalition for Trade  




(overview of AGOA and key opportunities)







Patrick Coleman, Director for African Affairs, Executive Office of the President, Office of the United States Trade Representative   (discussing comparative advantage and commercial linkages)

10:55 a.m.

Comments and Questions

11:35 a.m.

Sector I - Apparel:  AGOA Comparative Advantage, U.S. Market Standards, Best Practices, Domestic Policies and Commercial Linkages

Moderator:  Paul Ryberg, President, African Coalition for Trade





General Overview of Apparel Benefits; Review of Legal and Regulatory Standards



Brenda Jacobs, Trade Counsel, U.S. Association for Importers of Textiles and Apparel 



Sourcing for Apparel Production 


Natalie Hanson, Director of Trade Policy, International Development Systems; Economist, U.S. Association for Importers of Textiles and Apparel  
12:15 p.m.

Comments and Questions
12:35 p.m.

Lunch Break
1:45 p.m.

Sector I - Apparel continued

Incentives and Case Studies to Make African Countries More Attractive for Apparel Sourcing and Investment



Moderator:  Patrick Coleman, Director for African Affairs, Executive




Office of the President, Office of the United States Trade Representative
Maurice Vigier De Latour, President, Mauritius Free Port Development Company; Board Director, Mauritius Export Processing Zone Association  



Paul Ryberg, President, African Coalition for Trade  

2:15 p.m.

Comments and Questions
2:30 p.m.

Establishing Partnerships: Connecting with U.S. Customers and Investors



Moderator: Paul Ryberg, President, African Coalition for Trade




Maurice Vigier De Latour, President, Mauritius Free Port Development Company; Board Director, Mauritius Export Processing Zone Association  




Phyllis Bonanno, President, International Trade Solutions  




(discussing upcoming trade shows, trade associations and database sources)

3:05 p.m.

Comments and Questions

3:20 p.m.

Sector II - Agricultural Trade Linkages




Moderator:  Paul Ryberg, President, African Coalition for Trade



Patrick Coleman, Director for African Affairs, Executive Office of the President, Office of the United States Trade Representative  



Shahla Shapouri, Senior Economist, United States Department of Agriculture, Economic Research Service  
3:50 p.m.

Comments and Questions

4:10 p.m.

Break

4:30 p.m.

Workshop I - Apparel  
Topic: Integrated Approach to Apparel Sector Development– Financing, Logistics, Raw Materials, and Garment Production



Moderator: Natalie Hanson, Director of Trade Policy, International Development Systems; Economist, U.S. Association for Importers of Textiles and Apparel



Maurice Vigier De Latour, President, Mauritius Free Port Development Company; Board Director, Mauritius Export Processing Zone Association



Paul Ryberg, President, African Coalition for Trade



Phyllis Bonanno, President, International Development Systems



Gora Athj, President, Ega-Confection, Senegal 




Adriano Cruz, Business Director, Barlevanto Chamber of Commerce,




Cape Verde



Comments and Questions

4:30 p.m.

Workshop II - Agriculture (2 hrs)



Moderator: Michael L. Humphrey, Agricultural Economist (former Agricultural Counselor with the Foreign Agriculture Service and former Senior Economist with Cargill Asia Pacific, Ltd)




Patrick Coleman, Director for African Affairs, Executive Office of the President, Office of the United States Trade Representative




Shahla Shapouri, Senior Economist, United States Department of Agriculture, Economic Research Service




Asta Djonouma
Comments and Questions

6:30 p.m.

Adjourn



Day 2 - Tuesday, 16 July 2002
8:00 a.m.

Check-in
9:00 a.m.

Economic Policies and Regulatory Reforms that Enhance/Diminish AGOA Benefits



Moderator: Rosa Whitaker, Assistant United States Trade Representative, Executive Office of the President, Office of the United States Trade Representative 

Ambassador Jon Huntsman, Deputy United States Trade Representative, Executive Office of the President, Office of the United States Trade Representative  



Paul Ryberg, President, African Coalition for Trade  



(discussing disincentives, obstacles, privatization, host country issues, government and private sector perspectives)
9:30 a.m.

Comments and Questions

10:00 a.m.

Commercial Law Development and Trade



Moderator: Faraaz Siddiqi, Senior Counsel for Africa and the Middle East, Commercial Law Development Program, U.S. Department of Commerce  




Robert Bowen, Program Manager, Commercial Law Development




Program, U.S. Department of Commerce  



African speaker on success stories  
10:30 a.m.

Comments and Questions

11:30 a.m.

Small Business Development Opportunities



Jacques Walker, Project Director for the Africa Trade and Investment Policy Program, Constituency for Africa  




Gregory Walters, Senior Advisor, Office of International Trade, U.S. Small Business Administration  

12:00 p.m.

Comments and Questions
12:30 p.m.

Lunch Break
1:30 p.m.

Establishing Commercial Linkages and Partners in the U.S.



Gloria Cabe, Vice President, Corporate Council on Africa  



Jacques Walker, Project Director for the Africa Trade and Investment Policy Program, Constituency for Africa  

Tapan Banerjee, Director of the U.S. Commercial Service Liaison to the African Development Bank, U.S. Department of Commerce  

2:00 p.m.

Comments and Questions
2:15 p.m.

United States Agency for International Development (USAID) Trade Development Initiatives 



USAID Mission Representative  

2:30 p.m.

Comments and Questions

3:15 p.m.

Workshop I: Financing ( 



Topic: Financing Trade




Maureen Scurry, International Business Relations, Export-Import Bank of the United States



Gregory Walters, Senior Advisor, Office of International Trade, U.S. Small Business Administration



Gloria Cabe, Vice President, Corporate Council on Africa



Microfinancing representative / Fund manager / Prudential banking




representatives



Comments and Questions

3:15 p.m.

Workshop II: Visa Application Process  



Paul Ryberg, President, African Coalition for Trade



Maurice Vigier De Latour, President, Mauritius Free Port Development Company; Board Director, Mauritius Export Processing Zone Association
Workshop II: Part II - U.S. Recordkeeping Requirements/Preparing for Factory Visits from U.S. Customs   






Brenda Jacobs, Trade Counsel, U.S. Association for Importers of Textiles and Apparel



Natalie Hanson, Director of Trade Policy, International Development Systems; Economist, U.S. Association for Importers of Textiles and Apparel



Comments and Questions

5:15 p.m.

Closing Remarks
5:45 p.m.
 
Adjourn






