Closing Remarks & Sponsor Thanks by Stephen Hayes

2005 CCA Africa Oil & Gas Forum

Thursday, December 1, 2005

The Grand Hyatt Hotel—Independence Room/Corridor

Washington, DC

Honorable Ministers

Distinguished Guests, Ladies, and Gentlemen: 

Good afternoon. The last three days have brought together remarkable expertise on African energy issues to Washington, DC. At the risk of touting our own horn, I dare say that this year’s Oil & Gas Forum accomplished what it set out to do, which was to convene African and U.S. private and public sectors for a series of illuminating discussions on both newly emerging and established oil and gas producers in Africa. It also sought to expand the African voice and perspective with the plenary sessions affording the Honorable Ministers of Energy opportunities to relay their development priorities in the oil and gas sectors to all gathered participants. 

This is the first time that The Corporate Council on Africa has had the pleasure of co-sponsoring its annual Oil & Gas Forum with the U.S. Department of Energy. We certainly hope that it will not be the last. On behalf of CCA, I wish to thank the Honorable Secretary of Energy, Mr. Samuel W. Bodman, for being the keynote speaker at today’s closing lunch. We greatly appreciate your generosity in taking time out of your busy schedule to be with us this afternoon. I also wish to express my gratitude for the tremendous cooperation received from the Department of Energy, particularly from George Person and Carolyn Gay, in organizing this Forum. 

This event could not have been a success without the participation of our distinguished African guests—the Honorable Ministers of Energy representing Africa’s diverse regions. Participants have had heard thoughtful presentations from emerging producing countries. CCA would like to extend special thanks to Botswana’s Minister of Minerals, Energy, and Water Resources, the Hon. Charles Tibone; Mozambique’s Deputy Minister of Mineral Resources, the Hon. Abdul Razak Noormahomed;  Mauritania’s Minister of Energy and Oil, the Hon. M. Mohamed Aly Ould Sidi Mohamed, and the General Secretary of Madagascar’s Ministry of Energy and Mines, the Hon. Vice Minister Hugues Février Rajaonson. Likewise, we are indebted to Morocco’s Minister of Energy and Mines, the Hon. Mohamed Boutaleb, Equatorial Guinea’s Vice Minister of Mines, Industry, and Energy, the Hon. Gabriel Nguema Lima, and Nigeria’s Director of the Department of Petroleum Resources, Mr. Tony Chukwueke, for an analysis of opportunities in established oil and gas producing countries.

It would be remiss of me not to acknowledge the invaluable role that the African Diplomatic Corps has played in the lead-up to the Forum. African Ambassadors and their staff have been close CCA partners, facilitating in securing participation from their respective Energy Ministers. We are also deeply grateful to all speakers and moderators who agreed to take part in what proved to be dynamic plenary sessions and workshops. There are far too many for me to mention. What should be clear as this forum concludes is the high significance that the United States accords African oil and gas. Africa’s importance as an energy supplier to the United States is bound to increase in coming years as Nigeria and Angola ramp up production and as emerging producers like Madagascar, Mauritania, and Sao Tomé and Principe evolve into established producers.

Finally, I would also like to single out CCA’s Oil and Gas Steering Committee for its stalwart support in organizing the Oil & Gas Forum. The Steering Committee has been THE principal planning force. Please join me in giving special thanks to ChevronTexaco, ExxonMobil, Marathon Oil Company, ConocoPhillips, and Good Governance Group for their leadership in planning this event. On behalf of CCA and the U.S. Department of Energy, I wish to thank all our dedicated sponsors who have made the 2005 Africa Oil and Gas Forum possible. 

Thank you for being with us. This event is now adjourned.  
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