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Honorable Ministers, 

Distinguished Guests, Ladies and Gentlemen:

Introduction of Theme:

It is an honor to welcome you to our morning plenary which, serves as a continued discussion of opportunities in oil and gas in emerging and producing countries. We are thankful to have with us this morning, the Honorable Vice Minister Hugues Février Rajaonson, General Secretary, Ministry of Energy & Mines, the Republic of Madagascar, and Mr. Tony Chukwueke, Director of Petroleum Resources, Nigeria. This morning’s we will here from our distinguished panels what they consider some of the key areas for future development in their current markets, their perceptions of current challenges in the oil and gas sectors, and the best opportunities for continued U.S. investment and partnership.

Introduction of 1st Speaker – Mr. Tony Chukwueke, Director, Petroleum Resources, Nigeria:

I move now to introduce our first speaker, Mr. Tony Chukwueke.  In 2004, Mr. Chukwueke was appointed as Technical Adviser, to the Ministry of Petroleum Resources by President Obasanjo of Nigeria.   In this position, he assisted the Government in strategy development and implementation of policy in the oil and gas sectors in Nigeria.  Following this position, Mr. Chukwueke undertook his current appointment as Director of Petroleum Resources, the regulatory body for the Nigerian oil and gas industry. Mr. Chukwueke has extensive experience in the industry having spent 27 years working with Shell International Oil Company in a number of senior positions across Africa and Europe.  

Welcome, Mr. Tony Chukwueke. 

Introduction of 2nd and Final Speaker – Honorable Vice Minister Hugues Février Rajaonson, General Secretary, Ministry of Energy & Mines, Republic of Madagascar:

Thank you, Mr. Chukwueke for your very insightful presentation. We now move from a growing, established oil and gas market in Nigeria to discuss some of the recent, emerging opportunities in the oil and gas sectors in Madagascar.  It is my great pleasure to introduce to you this morning, the Honorable Vice Minister, Hughes Février Ra-jaon-son, General Secretary of the Ministry of Energy and Mines in Madagascar.  

The Secretary General holds a PhD in Ecological Economics from ENSAR in France. Before serving Madagascar in his current role, the Honorable Secretary General taught public choice and economy of the environment in Madagascar.  The Secretary General would plans to speak specifically about the November, 2005 Madagascar Energy Program Forum. The Forum focused on Electricity, Oil, and Gas and on new policy measures that focus on attracting new investment into these sectors.  The Ministry is focused on developing an open process and seeks to assist new companies in research, exploration, and investment.  We welcome the Secretary General and look forward to his remarks on this topic.

Closing:

I would like to thank our distinguished panel for a short but very compelling overview of the emerging opportunities in Nigeria and Madagascar.  I trust that we will take heed to many of the incentives that are available for investors into these country markets.  We also hope that when we next meet, we will be able to report back on many implementation successes.  Thank you all for participating this morning.

The plenary is now adjourned.

* * * 

