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Good morning.  Thank you, Steve Hinchman, for that kind introduction. Steve and I share a similar background – both of us are engineers that ended up in the oil business.

Let me begin by acknowledging President Mwanawasa (Mwahn a WAH suh) of Zambia, Senator Alexander, and Helene Gayle with the Gates Foundation.  Thank you for all that you’re doing.   

We also appreciate the Corporate Council on Africa for hosting this extremely important conference. 

I am pleased to join you this morning as we seek new strategies to combat the spread of AIDS in Africa.  Last summer, I stood with Secretary Powell at a conference held to encourage Public-Private Partnerships in the Global Fight Against AIDS.  

We encouraged U.S. businesses to take part in the fight against HIV/AIDS.  I knew then that AIDS was a devastating illness.  But that fall I saw the destruction myself.    

In November, I led a trade mission to Ghana and South Africa.  We were all moved by the massive destruction that AIDS is inflicting on the region.  I saw AIDS destroying prosperity, wiping out communities and preventing economic progress.  

As we all know, the numbers are staggering.  Three million people die from AIDS related causes a year.  Every day 8,000 African families lose a loved one to AIDS.  

Every day 14,000 African families learn a loved one has been infected.  As a compassionate nation, the dictates of faith and conscience require us to work toward ending this suffering.  

We work to relieve suffering because it is the right thing to do but there are also practical reasons compelling us to fight AIDS together.   

The complicated problems posed by these epidemics are too widespread for any one group or government to tackle alone.  

The threat from global epidemics like tuberculosis, HIV/AIDS, and malaria isn’t limited to individual countries or financial markets. 

In our ever more interconnected world, these killers threaten global economic stability.  

Partnerships between the public sector and the private sector can improve access to medicines and preventative treatments.  

Partnerships can strengthen manufacturing capabilities through transfers of technology.  And they can provide the essential training to effectively treat terminal and life threatening illness.  

Achieving these goals will not only allow more people to be treated, but will also create a sustainable manufacturing base to accelerate the economic development of these countries.  

AIDS is decimating the most productive adults across the globe—its effects are devastating.  

The U.S. Census Bureau calculates that by 2010, average life expectancy will be reduced by 30-40 years in Botswana, South Africa and Zimbabwe.  

The loss of millions of working adults, their knowledge, their vitality, and their dreams weakens societies.  

The loss of skilled and educated citizens hinders the ability of struggling countries to build strong markets and stable, accountable governments.

Many African countries are working desperately to protect their citizens from HIV, while they struggle to find the resources to treat their AIDS patients.  

These governments are fighting AIDS effectively because they recognized the need to forge a consensus across their society to contain the disease.  

They drew in religious and traditional leaders, community groups, and NGOs, to provide care and contain the spread of AIDS with a united response.

The United States is demonstrating global leadership in the fight against HIV/AIDS.  President Bush made the fight against HIV/AIDS in Africa a top priority.  

He convinced the U.S. Congress to make a dramatic new commitment.  

The President’s Emergency Plan to Fight HIV/AIDS, Tuberculosis and Malaria will send $10 billion to twelve African countries and two Caribbean countries.   

Combined with a $5 billion commitment to the Global Fund and the Millennium Challenge Account, which doubles economic development assistance over the next three years, President Bush is setting a high standard. 

Our efforts to foster public-private partnerships will continue. This fall Commerce will organize an industry forum to share ideas on existing partnerships and discuss ways that businesses, African governments and NGOs can work together to fight HIV/AIDS.

Many U.S. businesses and foundations are responding to the call. 

· Steve Hinchman’s company, Marathon Oil, recently launched a five-year, $7.8 million initiative to fight malaria in Guinea. 

· The Gates Foundation donated $126.5 million to help develop an AIDS vaccine and $60 million to the speed development of microbicides—to prevent HIV transmission.  

· Exxon/Mobil is supporting the Angolan Government’s national HIV/AIDS strategy.  

· Merck is supporting Botswana’s Comprehensive HIV/AIDS program. 

· Chevron Texaco is targeting their assistance to reduce mother-to-child transmission of HIV.  

· The Kaiser Family Foundation has contributed over $10 million to HIV/AIDS programs.  

· Bristol-Myers Squibb’s “Secure the Future” program supports programs for orphans, women, and children with HIV/AIDS in sub-Saharan Africa. 

· Coca-Cola is using its distribution network to help combat HIV/AIDS through education, prevention, and treatment programs.  

· Daimler Chrysler provides anti-AIDS drugs to its South African employees.  

Collaborative efforts are doing a great deal to treat, educate and protect the people of Africa from the ravages of AIDS.  

But in the battle against AIDS, as Ugandan President Museveni points out, “the common thread is poverty”.  

Poverty is the primary reason so many people in Africa are not receiving treatment, education or salvation.  Poverty robs African countries of opportunity--to expand their workforces, to feed families, to alleviate sickness and suffering, and to provide stability and security.  

Promoting economic development by opening markets--including safe and affordable GMOs from the United States--improving trade, and increasing investments will allow African countries to ensure a brighter future for all of their citizens.

President Bush strongly believes that free markets and free enterprise are the keys needed to unlock social, political, and economic opportunities around the world.  

To encourage open markets and free trade, the United States is working toward a future free trade agreement with the South African Customs Union.  

The US also hopes to provide technical assistance to these countries to improve trade relations.  The Commerce Department stands ready to work with African nations to help create the conditions for economic success. 

Our Minority Business Development Agency will assist sub-Saharan African countries lay the foundation for growth by increasing financial literacy and broaden knowledge about issues like access to capital.    

As President Bush has said, “There are only two possible responses to suffering on this scale.  We can turn our eyes away in resignation and despair, or we can take decisive, historic action to turn the tide against this disease and give the hope of life to millions who now need our help.  

The United States chooses the path of action and the path of hope.”  
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