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Honorable Ministers, 

Distinguished Guests, Ladies and Gentlemen:

It is a great honor to welcome you to the 2005 Corporate Council on Africa Oil and Gas Forum.   This year’s forum is exemplary in that it is co-sponsored by the United States Department of Energy.    To my mind, this represents the great strides that have been made in placing Africa at the center of the United States oil and gas development agenda.  Furthermore, it speaks to the growing trade, development, and investment partnership between the United States and Africa.  

As Chairman of the Corporate Council on Africa, I wish to extend our appreciation to the Honorable African Ministers, Vice Ministers, and Directors of Public Office for traveling a great distance to participate in this important conference. 

We welcome you to Washington, DC – a city that continues to represent the center of our country’s strategic decision-making.  

Please join me in applauding our visiting dignitaries. 

This year’s Forum focuses on the African Voice and Perspective.    We would like nothing more than to hear from you about what you envision as the greatest areas for U.S. partnership and assistance in the development of the oil and gas sectors in Africa.    At present, tremendous opportunities exist for emerging market development, technical capacity development, public-private partnerships, liquid natural gas development, as well as essential energy research.   This year’s program covers each of these vital issues.   The program goes a step further by dealing with the equally important areas of financing, sustainable development, and the promotion of Africa’s role as a key global actor. 

CCA continues to encourage a comprehensive approach to business development in Africa.   We are proud to report on the growth of our Task Forces on Financing and Capital Flows, Agriculture, HIV/Aids, and Small Business Development.    This year’s Forum is a central part of our growing agenda to support overall U.S. investment in Africa.   We look forward to your continued support in developing a strengthened U.S.-Africa relationship that will be essential to our mutual development and future prosperity. 

Honorable Ministers, 

Distinguished Guests, Ladies and Gentlemen:

Please accept my thanks for joining us this morning and for supporting this important conference.  Without any further delay, I will now move forward with the program.  I am pleased to introduce Mr. Neil Duffin, Vice President for Africa at ExxonMobil Production Company.   As a member of CCA’s Board, I have had the opportunity to work closely with Mr. Duffin.  I am pleased to report on the commitment and support that he has shown for growing Exxon Mobil’s partnerships in Africa. 

Having spent just over two decades with ExxonMobil, Mr. Duffin is certainly no stranger to the nuts and bolts of the oil and gas industries.   A mechanical engineer by training, Mr. Duffin’s career at ExxonMobil has spanned oil and gas exploration in his native United Kingdom, the North Sea, Europe, and Indonesia.   Importantly, Mr. Duffin played a central role in helping to expand Exxon Mobil’s operations in Nigeria.   Mr. Duffin became Vice President, for Africa, of Exxon Mobil’s production company in June 2004.   In this position Mr. Duffin has responsibility for ExxonMobil’s operations across West Africa.

Please join me in welcoming Mr. Neil Duffin. 

