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Introduction of theme:

Honorable Ministers

Distinguished guests, ladies and gentlemen:

It is a pleasure to welcome you to this morning’s plenary on oil and gas in emerging and frontier regions.  Over the past two decades, exploration activities worldwide have increased as global demand for energy has accelerated while established oil fields like the North Sea Oil Fields have matured and experienced declining yields. One of the areas that has benefited from expanded oil and gas exploration is Africa. Mauritania and Mozambique have each had significant oil and gas discoveries within the past five years. Botswana’s presence on this plenary session will provide a unique perspective. While it lacks oil or gas, Botswana is blessed with tremendous coal resources suitable for power generation.  

This morning, we are fortunate to have presentations from the Ministers of Energy from Botswana, Mauritania, and Mozambique on their countries’ status as emerging energy producers. The Ministers will discuss attractive domestic opportunities that will be of interest to U.S. businesses looking to invest in Africa’s emerging oil and gas sectors.  Our distinguished speakers will offer us insider perspectives, on-the-ground information, and recommendations for investment in evolving African energy suppliers.

Introduction of Hon. Charles Tibone, Minister of Minerals, Energy & Water Resources, Botswana:

Without any further delay, I wish to take this opportunity to introduce to you our first panelist this morning, the Hon. Charles Tibone.  The Hon. Charles Tibone is Minister of Minerals, Energy, and Water Resources of the Republic of Botswana. Minister Tibone has had a distinguished public service career, having served for twenty-four years in Botswana’s Civil Service.  Minister Charles Tibone has served as Permanent Secretary for External Affairs, Chairman of the Botswana Telecommunications Corporation, and Deputy Chairman of the Debswana Diamond Mining Corporation. 

Prior to his current appointment, Minister Charles Tibone was Chairman of the Board of several companies in the private sector, including Barclays Bank of Botswana and Stockbrokers Botswana. Minister Charles Tibone was also Director of Francistown Toyota. It is a pleasure to welcome a man with such longstanding public and private sector experience. 

Introduction of Hon. M. Mohamed Aly Ould Sidi Mohamed, Minister of Energy and Oil, Mauritania:
Thank you Minister Tibone. We appreciate your thoughtful presentation.  I would now like to welcome our second speaker, the Hon. Mohamed Aly Ould Sidi Mohamed, Minister of Energy and Oil of the Islamic Republic of Mauritania.  Minister Ould Sidi Mohamed was sworn in as Minister in August 2005. From July 2004 to August 2005, Minister Ould Sidi Mohamed served as director of Mauritania’s National Power Company, SOMELEC. He has also been permanent secretary of the Chinguitti Counsel and technical counselor in charge of energy at the Ministry of Energy and Hydraulics from 1994 to 1998. Please join me in welcoming Minister Mohamed Aly Ould Sidi Mohamed. 

Introduction of Hon. Abdul Razak Noormahomed, Deputy Minister of Mineral Resources, Mozambique 

Thank you Min. Ould Sidi Mohamed for your insightful remarks.  Ladies and gentlemen, our third and final panelist is the Hon. Abdul Razak Noormahomed, Deputy Minister of Mineral Resources of the Republic of Mozambique.  Deputy Minister Abdul Razak Noormahomed was appointed to his current position in February 2005. From August 2000 to January 2005, Deputy Minister Noormahomed was Governor of Nampula Province. The Deputy Minister was trained as a surgeon and he served as Vice Minister for Health from 1994 to 2000, as well as National Director of Health. It is a pleasure to introduce to you this morning Deputy Minister Abdul Razak Noormahomed. 

Thanks and Closing:

Ladies and gentlemen, we have had three excellent briefings this morning on potential business opportunities among emerging African oil and gas producers. Please join me in thanking the Honorable Ministers, who have traveled great distances to be with us this morning. The next thing on our schedule is lunch, as you’ll be pleased to note! 

Thank you, this plenary is now adjourned. 
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