Stephen Hayes

Corporate Council on Africa President 

Stephen Hayes has spent nearly all of his adult life in the international arena, beginning in 1968 with volunteer work in a refugee camp in the Middle East.  In September 1999, he was appointed president of the Corporate Council on Africa (CCA), the leading private sector nonprofit organization dedicated to strengthening commercial relationships between the United States and Africa. 

Before joining CCA, Mr. Hayes served as North American director for London-based Winnington Limited, a privately owned holding company, for which he traveled extensively in Africa. Winnington undertook development projects in the Sahel, including a cotton fabric plant in Mali, a cattle project in Chad and plans for hotel development in Gambia.  During this time, Mr. Hayes also served as international projects director for the firm Cohen & Woods International, Inc., working closely with former U.S. Assistant Secretary of State for Africa, Herman Cohen. 

Mr. Hayes was also president of the American Center for International Leadership (ACIL) from 1985-1996.  Mr. Hayes founded ACIL in 1985.  It is a nonprofit organization specializing in off-the–record dialogues between emerging leaders of the United States and those nations with which the U.S. entertained generally poor or tenuous relations.

He graduated from Indiana University and received an M.A. in international agricultural policy from Texas A&M University. 

